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. sheets, including this cover sheet 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawmgs which have been 
amended and are the basis fortius report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authonty (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



sheets. 
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Basis of the report 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certam defects in the international application 
Certain observations on tiie international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP02/00443 



L Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed Wiethe letter of 



□ 



die claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



[~] the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I 1 the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international prelunmary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I 1 contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I fiimished subsequently to fiiis Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fiimished. 

The statement that the information recorded m computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listmg has 
been fiimished. 



□ 

4.n 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

i~| the description, pages 

1 I the claims, Nos 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I — I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
I — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to tJte receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article J 4 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 
and 70 J 7), 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to wider item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statment 

Novelty (N) Claims ^ 2-7 

Claims 1 ^ NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Oaims U7 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-7 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Doctiment 1: JP, 48-74213, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 6 October, 1973 (06.10.73), page 2, lower left colimm, lines 3-7, 
page 3, upper left colunm, lines 15-17, Fig. 1 

Document 2: US, 5142424, A (Yotaro Hatamura), 25 August, 1992 (25.08.92), Fig. 15 

Document 3: JP, 3-250475, A (Mitsubishi Electric Ck>rp.), 8 November, 1991 (08.11.91), page 4, lower right 

column, line 4 to page 5, upper left column, line 18, Fig. 5 

Document 4: WO, 00-977, Al (Sony Corp.), 6 January, 2000 (06.01.00), page 19, lines 17-21, Figs. 6-9 
Document 5: JP, 8-235666, A O^itsubishi Electric Corp.), 13 September, 1996 (13.09.96), Fig. 1 
Document 6: JP, 2000-123435, A (Yamaha Corp.), 28 April, 2000 (28.04.00), column 8, lines 9-37, Fig. 1 

The subject matter of claim 1 does not appear to be novel. Document 1 (the above-mentioned places) 
cited in the ISR states slider length 1 = 10.6 mm and crown height 8 = 3.0 p. (= 3000 nm). The disclosed values 
are included in the numerical formula of claim 1 . 

The subject matter of claim 2 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1-3 cited 
in the ISR. Document 2 describes that (1) the length in the chord direction is 0.3 mm, and (2) a planar taper face 
intersecting the chord at an angle of 0.5 degree is provided. Document 3 describes that (1) the length in the 
chord direction is 0.4 to 0.8 mm, and (2) a planar taper face intersecting the chord at an angle of 14.5 mrad (« 
0.83 degree) is provided. The disclosed values are included in the numerical ranges of claim 2. Furthermore, 
since the invention described in document 1 and the inventions described in documents 2 and 3 belong to the 
same technical field of "floating slider,*' a person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of applying the 
provision of the taper face described in document 2 or 3 to the floating slider described in document 1. 

The subject matter of claim 3 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of doctiments 1 and 4 
cited in the ISR. Document 4 describes that a depressed step with a depth of 0.3 jim to 1.2 jxm is formed, and 
the disclosed range is included in the numerical range of claim 3. Furthermore, since the invention described in 
document 1 and the invention described in document 4 belong to the same technical field of "floating slider,*' a 
person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of applying the step described in document 4 to the floating 
slider described in document 1. 



Form PCT/ lPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



E^TERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Intenmtil^^j^Hcation No. 

PCT/JP02/00443 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of : V 

The subject matter of claim 4 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 5 
cited in the ISR. Since the invention described in document 1 and the invention described in document 5 belong 
to the same technical field of "floating slider," a person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of 
applying the formation of an entire crown face as one face described in docimient 5 to the floating slid©: 
described in document 1. 

The subject matters of claims 5 and 6 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of document 1 
cited in the ISR. If the lengths of respective portions described in dociunent 1 are reduced at an equal ratio, the 
reduced lengths are included in the numerical ranges of claim 5. Furthermore, it is considered to be easy and 
obvious for a person skilled in the art to decide values in their vicinity as required. So, a person skilled in the art 
could have easily conceived of arriving at the subject matters of claims 5 and 6. 

The subject matter of claini 7 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of docxaments 1 and 6 
cited in the ISR. Since the invention described in document 1 and the invention described in document 6 belong 
to the same technical field of "floating slider," a person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of 
applying the light-condensing means and the magnetic field-generating means described in document 6 to the 
floating slider described in document 1. 
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